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small bundle of bright-colored feathers fell from the
sky upon her. These she placed in her bosom intend-
ing to offer them to the sun-god, but in a short time
she discovered she was to become a mother. Learn-
ing this, her sons and her daughter Coyolxauhqui
decided to kill their mother in order to wipe out the
family disgrace. While they were attacking her, the
war-god was born, fully armed with shield and spear
of blue,, with a head-dress of humming-bird feathers
and a feather leg-guard. He instantly destroyed his
brothers with a flash of lightning and beheaded his
sister. His name, Huitzilopochtli (Humming-bird
to the left), was bestowed upon him because of his
legendary leg-covering, and his mother, Coatlicue or
Coatlaiitona (Snake-skirt), was made the goddess of
the earth or Earth-Mother. She is represented as
a fearsome-looking being with a death's head, clawed
hands and feet, and with a skirt of braided rattle-
snakes, symbolic of lightning.
Chieornecoatl, the goddess of agriculture, is rep-
presented as a human face in the mouth of a rattle-
snake. Her chief ceremonial was Xalaquia from
June twenty-eighth to July fourteenth, during which
period young virgin captives, painted red and yellow
to symbolize maize, performed intricate dances, for
which they had been especially trained. On the last
day of the festival these maidens were carried up to
the altar and sacrificed. During the time of the
Xalaquia, and until the death of the last victim, it
was unlawful for the people to use new corn in any
form.
The god of human sacrifice was Xipe (the Flayed
One), who is represented as attired in the skin of a